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I�’� ��� V������ �� S���� E����’� 125�� A����������. This issue of Village Light covers 
all of the relevant informa�on our residents should know. We also dig into the past 125 
years of growth within our Village and explore how it shapes where we’re going. Check 
out the fascina�ng aerial shot on page 2 to get a real idea of just how far we’ve come...

Fun along the Fox remains popular. Look inside for 
our South Elgin Experience summer guide to free 
concerts, movies, cruise nights, food trucks and 
more at Panton Mill Park, 10 N Water Street. Full 
details at southelgin.com/pantonmillpark
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celebrating south elgin’s 125th anniversary throughout 2022 

For Chicago’s meat-packing industry to safely transport beef, pork and other 
perishables to the east coast and southern states it needed ice. Refrigerated rail 
cars required 700 pounds of it, and much of it came from the Fox River (our area 
also supplied ice for residen�al ice box refrigerators). Like farming, weather 
condi�ons dictated the success of each season’s ice harvest. With two ice houses 
located in South Elgin, local businesses could outlast 
one unlucky winter as the carefully packed blocks of 
ice remained frozen for two years! By the early 1900s, 
the Fox River had become contaminated by chemicals 
and dumping from other industries. Soon a�er, ice 
harves�ng dwindled and then fully disappeared with 
the advent of modern refrigera�on. 

Following decades of industrial use, the Fox 
River’s return to health began in the 1980s and 
con�nues to progress. Today it’s a flourishing 
draw for wildlife, fishing, birding, biking, boa�ng 
and photography. And with park lands and trails 
on all four corners of the State Street Bridge, 
South Elgin shimmers with open vistas and 
welcoming spaces along the beau�ful Fox River.

The Fox River played an invaluable 
role in the early development of our 
Village. The Woodbury Flouring Mill, 
Te� Paper Mill, Te� and Collins Saw 
Mill do�ed our 1800s river 
landscape. Panton Mill, established in 
1854 was more than a grain mill; it 
also harnessed water power to 
provide electricity for streetlights and 
churned a creamery that produced 
20,000 tubs of bu�er and 60,000 
boxes of cheese per year. Across the 
river, it remains easy to see the mill 
race channels once used for 
providing hydro-power to Marison 
Company (photo below). Now a 
senior apartment complex, the 
powerful river current once drove the 
machines building tools, fire 
ex�nguishers and more. During 
World War II, the mill turned out 
compressed gas cylinders for the US 
Army Air Corps and even instant 
coffee concentrate for the troops. 

Ice harvesting brought food storage safety to northern Illinois

an abundance of nature and recreation

A river runs through us

The Village of South Elgin is part of the Kane County household Hazardous Waste Pick Up Program. 
Housholds can dispose of up to 70lbs of eligible materials each year at no cost. Items such as gas 
cans, pes�cides, motor oil, ba�eries, metal polishes, bleach, paint stripper, ammonia, expired 
fire ex�nguishers and much more are eligible. The program is geared to materials generated 
through household use only (businesses and home-based 
businesses are not included). Liquid must be in containers less than 5 gallons in size. 
To book service, please call the contractor, Clean Harbors Environmental Service 
at 866-466-5060, Monday - Friday, 8am - 4pm.

Full details about the Hazardous Waste Pick Up Program along with the list of eligible 
and ineligible items are available at the bo�om of the Trash/Recycling webpage: 
southelgin.com/disposalservices
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Keeping the waterways clean: FREE Hazardous Waste Pick Up Available
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Panton Mill Site
Marison Co.

125As we celebrate our 125th Anniversary, this issue
of Village Light spotlights the role of the Fox River 
in our South Elgin history

Top: one of the two wooden dams in South Elgin during the 
late 1800s. Behind those cascading ice flows, harvesters 

chopped ice blocks measuring 12-20” thick. 
Bo�om: "Ice Harves�ng 2" provided by Chelmsford Public 

Library (MA) @Crea�veCommons.org

Nature and recrea�on coexist peacefully along our stretch 
of the Fox River. Bo�om: The Village purchased and 
constructed the last sec�on of privately held land along 
the Fox River Trail. As of October 2021, the Fox River Trail 
now runs con�nuously for 40 miles and connects to the 
Illinois Prairie Path near Raymond Street.

Marison Company Mill Races



the mid-american canoe race

A window seat to the river: a message from the trolley museum
The Fox River Trolley Museum is excited to be part of the celebra�on of South 
Elgin's 125th anniversary. Since 1966, the Museum has operated an electric 
interurban trolley railroad that first connected South Elgin with Elgin and Geneva 
in 1896. That railroad expanded to offer affordable, clean, and comfortable 
transporta�on from Carpentersville south to Yorkville. 
 The museum preserves and interprets the transporta�on heritage of the Fox 
River Valley by opera�ng historic electric railway cars on the remaining por�on 
of that trolley line. In our collec�on is one of the last cars that ran on our line 
through South Elgin in 1935. Our collec�on also includes a wood bodied trolley 
car built in 1902, believed to be the oldest opera�ng interurban car in North 
America, which ran on the east side of the Fox River in South Elgin through 
1957. Find more informa�on about tours and events at foxvalleytrolley.org

4th of July Parade returns!
A�er a two-year absence due to COVID-19 
restric�ons, the Village is happy to host the 
2022 4th of July Parade beginning at 10am. 
The parade route begins at Spring & 
Wedgewood and ends at Spring & LaFox 
(Route 31). Visit southelgin.com/parade 
for Informa�on, updates and an applica�on 
form for businesses and organiza�ons 
interested in walking the parade.

Flags of honor and other
South elgin Police events
A four day event from May 19-May 22 at 
Panton Mill Park will include 1,170 
American flags displayed in honor of the 
1,154 Illinois Police Officers and 16 K-9 Dogs 
killed while on duty. The event includes a 
candlelight vigil, police pipe band, 5K 
Walk/Run, Police Touch-a-Truck and a 
Motorcycle Run from Woodstock to Panton 
Mill Park. For a schedule of events, visit 
southelgin.com. To register for the 5K or the 
Motorcycle Run:
truepatriotscare.com/OfficerDownTribute

Upcoming South Elgin Police Department 
Summer 2022 Events

Bicycle Safety Rodeo: Wednesday, June 22 
at Panton Mill Park. Time TBD

Blood, Food and School Supply Drive: 
Wednesday, July 27 at Panton Mill Park. 
Time TBD

Watch for more details about South Elgin’s 
Day Out Against Crime, an a�ernoon of 
music, fun and community camaraderie 
scheduled for Saturday, September 10 at 
Panton Mill Park from 2-5pm! 3.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2022

The Mid-American Canoe Race launched at Panton Mill Park 
from 1961 un�l the 1990s. The 22 mile journey finished in 
Aurora. Depending on the river depth/current and paddling 
skills, the race required two hours (or some�mes six hours) 
to complete. The race a�racted upward of 1,000 canoeists 
and as many as 50,000 fans watching from the bike trails, 
backyards and parks along the way.

A history of music, festivals and entertainment
Back in the earliest days of South Elgin, when Panton Mill was crea�ng 
electricity, milling grain and making cheese, they also had a community 
theater group performing plays along the 
same stretch of the Fox River as our 
concerts, cruise nights and kids programs 
will take place this summer. The past truly 
is prologue to the present. 

Riverfest began as a celebra�on of the Village’s 100th anniversary and 
proved to be a popular mul�-day event with music, food, carnival, car 
show, cra� fair, fireworks and more. It brought thousands of visitors to the 
Village Center for the next couple of decades, and turned one weekend 
every August into quite a party. With
  the transforma�on of Panton Mill 
Park into a fes�val-styled venue, the
Village no longer has to rent tents and
a stage for one event. The summer of
2022 will feature more than 30 events:
free concert nights, cruise nights, kids
programs, movie nights, an end-of-summer music, food and fireworks fest, 
plus a fall block party with the South Elgin Police Department. And we 
haven’t even men�oned there’s a splash pad too! See this issue’s 4-page 
event insert or visit southelgin.com/pantonmillpark for summer details. 
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When Deputy Chief Brian Polkinghorn returned home 
following a 10-week leadership program at the FBI Academy 
in Virginia, he hugged his family, reacquainted himself with 
the familiar daily rou�nes and came back to work at the 
South Elgin Police Department (SEPD). When his classmate, 
Viktor (real name withheld), completed the same training 
program, he flew to his homeland in the Ukraine, joined the 
military fight against Russia's invasion and hoped his wife 
and child remained safe in Poland. 
 The contrast reminded Deputy Chief Polkinghorn to 
quickly appreciate what we have here in South Elgin. “We 
Americans will quibble over Ne�lix fees ge�ng raised, while 
some of my fellow officers returned to places where sheer 
survival is the highest priority.” Along with his Ukrainian 
classmate, Deputy Chief Polkinghorn referred to another 
officer who experienced losing 20 of his colleagues to a 
bombing in Pakistan.

The Program
The FBI Na�onal Academy program consisted of 258 men 
and women represen�ng all 50 states, 32 countries and one 
Village nestled between St. Charles and Elgin. To gain 
perspec�ve of this select group, less than 1% of law 
enforcement will ever get invited to a�end the academy. 
 Held at Quan�co (the FBI Academy located in Stafford, 
Virginia), the program is highly regarded for its academic 
rigor including coursework in advanced inves�ga�ve 
techniques, management, media rela�ons, civil rights 
seminars and much more. The academy includes physical 
training too. Prior to gradua�ng in March, Deputy Chief 
Polkinghorn and his colleagues completed the Yellow Brick 
Road 10K Obstacle Course located on the FBI Academy 
campus. “It's the same course Jodi Foster is running as a 
young FBI Agent in The Silence of the Lambs,” he noted.

What it Means to SEPD and The Community
“I am eager to bring the new skills I learned back to the 
ci�zens of our community,” Deputy Chief Polkinghorn said.  
“It's about maintaining open communica�on, trying new 

Deputy Chief Polkinghorn attends FBI Academy Program
Deputy Chief Polkinghorn served in the US Air Force and has 22 years experience with SEPD including Patrol, Inves�ga�ons, 
and the Kane County Major Crimes Major Crimes Task Force. The FBI fully funded his Na�onal Academy training program.

things and not becoming stagnant as a department.” As the 
10-week course unfolded, Polkinghorn realized how well 
SEPD func�ons. “We do a really good job with our 
Community Ac�on Team and other ini�a�ves, and that's only 
going to evolve into even be�er approaches.”One of those 
approaches involves nurturing a new mindset for officers. “In 
the past, training in mental health and vitality was never 
considered an important part of being a cop,” the Deputy 
Chief said. “But whether it's the mental or physical grind, 
police officers need to take care of themselves in order to 
be�er take care of others.”
 Another approach is to look beyond the confines of 
South Elgin. “I met officers from across America as well as 
Poland, Japan, Finland, Nigeria, Mexico, Sweden, Germany 
and more,” Polkinghorn said. “We learned what policing 
looks like in affluent places, struggling places and 
everywhere in between. There are things to learn and 
consider from all of those places.” The students also visited 
police headquarters in New York City, Philadelphia and 
Washington DC, and discovered a few unexpected delights 
along the way. “We had a chance to tour the Library of 
Congress, and even got access to its original staircase leading 
to a roo�op view over DC,” Deputy Chief Polkinghorn said. 
“It was spectacular.”

SEPD Leadership 
Deputy Chief Polkinghorn’s advanced training experience is 
not altogether unusual for SEPD. All of the department’s 
management personnel have graduated from the 
Northwestern School of Staff and Command. And now the 
Village boasts three ac�ve leaders who've graduated from 
the FBI Na�onal Academy Program (current Village Trustee 
and Re�red Police Chief, Chris Merri� as well as current 
Police Chief, Jerry Krawczyk)! Among similar-sized 
communi�es, SEPD shines as a diverse, highly-trained, well-
educated, professional unit. Deputy Chief Polkinghorn's 
recent experience provides 
ample evidence the view of 
SEPD’s future looks quite 
spectacular too.

Along with the remarkable 
professional experience, Deputy 
Chief Brian Polkinghorn’s 10 
week s�nt at the FBI Na�onal 
Academy earned him 17 
academic credit hours via the 
University of Virginia, and an 
opportunity to complete the 
FBI’s daun�ng Yellow Brick Road 
10K  Obstacle Course.
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Thank You valued

Volunteers and Sponsors!
Ice Cream for Breakfast
Sponsors: Dairy Queen of South 
Elgin and Karas Restaurant Group
Volunteers: South Elgin Fire Dist, 
Saralee Johnson, Steve Gordon, Sue 
Welu, Sco� Brummel, Melissa 
Endean, Sco� Richmond, Chris Merri�

Daddy Daughter “Mask”erade 
Party 
Sponsors: Na�onal Karate, Dairy 
Queen of South Elgin, Aaroco 
Custom So�ware
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society Students

Mom Son Bowling & Pizza 
Sponsors: Aaroco Custom So�ware,
Dairy Queen, Dental Care of South 
Elgin, Rosa�’s of South Elgin, 
Na�onal Karate, St. Charles Bowl
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society Students

Spring Holiday
Sponsors: Farmers Insurance (Rob 
Olech), Dairy Queen South Elgin,
Law Offices of Judith Schening, 
Dental Care of South Elgin, Aaroco 
Custom So�ware, RK’s Bar & Grill, 
Jeniko Machine Works, Cleveland 
Veterinary Clinic, Village Squire

Breakfast with the Bunny 
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society Students

Glow-in-the-Dark Egg Hunt 
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society, SEHS AVID Students

Dog Park Egg Hunt 
Volunteers: SEHS Na�onal Honor 
Society

®

A FACILITY OF THE BARTLETT PARK DISTRICT

Get your kicks with programs
@ South Elgin Parks & Recreation!

From fitness and aqua�cs to mar�al arts,
camps, classes, athle�cs and more, we have 
you covered! For program lis�ngs and 
registra�on informa�on, please visit:
southelgin.com/programs

PARKS &
RECREATION

PARKS &
RECREATION

847-622-0003

Rent a shelter for your next event! 
Call 847-622-0003 or stop by Village Hall for all of the details. EB

Jim Hansen Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity, USB ports
Port-a-Po�y

Lions Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125

Electricity
Port-a-Po�y

SEBA Park
Resident: $125
Non-Res: $175

Electricity
Flush Toilets

Stowell-Peddy Park
Resident: $75
Non-Res: $125
NO Electricity
Port-a-Po�y

For Panton Mill Park Facility Rental Informa�on: southelgin.com/PantonMillPark
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Rec to Your Deck brings the party to you in ‘22!
SEPR's Rec to Your Deck brings the party to your door!

Tables and Chairs Washers Game  Bags Game      10 X 10 Tent  Weber Grill (Charcoal)  

Reserva�ons are accepted at Village Hall during normal business hours (8:30am-5pm). The fee must be paid upon booking. 
When reserving Rec To Your Deck, a 10-day advance registra�on is required or an addi�onal $25 fee is charged. Ques�ons? 
Contact: separksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com or call 847-622-0003. EB

Pricing
Deposit: $200 Check
Fee:    $150 for the en�re event ($50 add’l for out of town up to 10 miles)
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PARK
ADOPT A      

Park Name Here
Sponsored by:

Sponsors Name Here

ADOPT-A-PARK opportunities available
Calling all Scouts, Neighborhoods, Residents, Families, and Community 
Organiza�ons…Let's keep our community clean and safe! You and your 
group can Pick-A-Park or Pick-A-Spot. It 
will be your responsibility to maintain 
the area you choose. Each group can 
have different responsibili�es from 
picking up li�er, pain�ng, mulching, 
and even plan�ng! If you have an idea, 
please share and we can help you put 
it in mo�on.  

Ques�ons? 847-622-0003 or email: 
separksandrecrea�on@southelgin.com. 
More informa�on available at: 
southelgin.com/adopt-a-park
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Questions about preschool pals? 
Preschool Pals offers classes ranging from Intro to Preschool, 3-year old and 4-
year old programs and even a Stargazers Evening Preschool! You’ll find all of 
the details at southelgin.com/preschool. If you have any ques�ons regarding 
the Preschool Pals program, please e-mail Krista McKinney at: 
kmckinney@southelgin.com.

Play-based

Curriculum
Playing with

a purpose

Give me Five
U-46 Liaisons bridge

gap for those going

to kindergarten

EPEL
Members of the 

Elgin Partnership

for Early Learning

STEM Program
Science, Technology,

Engineering and

Mathematics

Catch Program
Coordinated

approach to

children’s health

Kindergarten

Readiness
Prepping students

for success

Connect with

D303
Coordinated

curriculum

Field Trips
A variety of onsite

and offsite

learning adventures

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Preschool PalsPreschool PalsPreschool Pals
One program. Eight great benefits.

South Elgin Preschool Pals offers the opportunity for your child to 
learn and develop age appropriate benchmarks through a fun and 
engaging atmosphere. Our teachers build curriculum that will foster 
natural interests and understanding with basic concepts. Preschool 
Pals provides a nurturing, fun, and safe environment which 
emphasizes the development of social/emo�onal skills and 
curiosity. The program and curriculum, including reading, wri�ng, 
art, music, math, science, small and large motor ac�vi�es, drama�c 
play, circle �me, and group discussions, will help prepare your 
student for kindergarten and beyond. 
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Ages: Under 15 years old  
Get hooked with South Elgin Parks and 
Recrea�on Department’s Tuna Kahuna 
Fishing Contest, Saturday June 18, 2022 
from 9-11am at Blackhawk Park Pond 
(1479 Blackhawk Circle). Preregistra�on 
is available: southelgin.com/registra�on 
or onsite the day of the event beginning 
at 8am. Contest begins at 9am sharp. All 
par�cipants must bring their own fishing 
equipment and be accompanied by an 
adult. This year a Biggest Tuna Kahuna 
Champion will take home one of the 
Tuna Kahuna Trophies along with one 
for the smallest fish caught!  

Loca�on: Blackhawk Park Pond at 1479 
Blackhawk Circle. NOTE: Due to 
construc�on please park at Fox 
Meadow School, and buses will 
transport you to the pond. Bait and 
concessions available for purchase. JD
Sec�on# Day Date Time   
23610-01 S 6/18 9-11am  

tuna kahuna fishing contest
26th

YEAR

TUNAKAHUNA FISHING CONTEST

PARKS &RECREATION
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A camp geared to be different
For grade 7-8 students, we offer a 
summer camp geared toward an older 
age-level and interests. Ac�vi�es are a 
bit more STEM-oriented. Aqua�cs trips 
are a bit more adventurous. Field trips 
are a bit more service-minded. Camp 
runs June 6 - August 5. Weekly 
registra�ons remain available at a cost 
of $180R/$200NR. To register, visit 
southelgin.com/registra�on (use 
Sec�on# 21221). Details and field trip 
list available at southelgin.com/camp 

Fishing with the Fire Chief
All ages are welcome to enjoy fishing with the fire chief at Blackhawk Park 
Pond. We stock our ponds twice annually to help ensure great fishing ac�on. 
Please bring a fishing pole; bait will be provided. Parents are asked to please 
remain on-site with their child(ren). Registra�on needed to 
no�fy registrants of an unforeseen cancella�on. JD  
Sec�on# Day Date  Time   
23606-01 Th 6/9  2:30-4:30pm  
23606-02 Th 6/23  2:30-4:30pm  
23606-03 Th 7/14  2:30-4:30pm  
23606-04 Th 7/28  2:30-4:30pm  
23606-05 Th 8/4  2:30-4:30pm  

Magician Training 101
Age: 5-12 years    
Instructor:  Gary Kantor
A guaranteed great �me 
for kids to learn a 
collec�on of fascina�ng 
tricks. Amaze family and 
friends with tricks that 
involve cards, ropes, coins, mind-
reading and more! While the tricks 
appear difficult, you will discover they 
are easy to learn and perform. All 
materials provided, and par�cipants  
receive a take-home magic kit. The 
class always changes, so even if you 
have a�ended a magic class previously, 
you will learn something new. To 
register: southelgin.com/registra�on
Loca�on: Municipal Annex North Room
Sec�on #  Day Date Time R/NR
28535-01  F 8/05 5:55pm $20/$27

an abundance of sports Camps and art camps awaits
Skyhawks Sports Camps: The Skyhawks Sports Academy staff will instruct 
children at Jim Hansen Park. Camps run Monday through Friday from 9am-
Noon. Fees: $129R/$149NR per camp. Full details at southelgin.com/camps
Ÿ Soccer Camp (ages 6-12): June 13-17 from 9am-Noon 
Ÿ Mini-Hawk Mul� Sport Camp (ages 4-7): July 11-15 from 9am-Noon
Ÿ Mul�-Sport Camp (ages 6-12): July 18-22 from 9am-Noon
Ÿ Flag Football Camp (ages 6-12): July 25-29 from 9am - Noon

Chicago Union Ul�mate Frisbee Camp: The Chicago Union staff will teach 
the fun, non-contact, ac�on-packed sport. Details at southelgin.com/camps
Ÿ Ul�mate Frisbee (ages 9-13): June 13-17 from 1-3pm ($130R/$150NR)
Ÿ Ul�mate Frisbee (ages 9-13): July 18-22 from 1-3pm ($130/$150NR)

Young Rembrant’s Art Camps: The Young Rembrandt’s 
staff will instruct 3-day classes from 10am-Noon at the 
Village’s Public Services Building (1000 Bowes Rd). Cost 
is $65R/$75NR. Details at southelgin.com/camps
Ÿ Anime & Manga Drawing (ages 6-12): June 21-23 
Ÿ Cartoon Character Crea�ons (ages 6-12): July 26-28 

2022
Different field trips than K-6

Different activities thank K-6

Community Service Opportunities

Rewarding fun!

June 6 - Aug 5 

Weekly registration available

southelgin.com/camp

Teen Edition
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADES 7 AND 8

Senior Fishing with the Fire Chief
Seniors (age 50+), would you want to 
enjoy a morning at Blackhawk Pond 
fishing with the Fire Chief? And during 
our 125th Anniversary year, a South 
Elgin Fire District historian will share 
stories from the past. Come for the 
fishing or just to hear the stories! JD
Loca�on: Blackhawk Park Pond  
Sec�on#   Day Date Time    
23607-01  Th 8/18 9-11am

Saturday, July 9    9-11am    Panton Mill Park    see the summer event insert for details!. . .
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aquatics programs @ BAC
The Bartle� Aqua�cs Center offers 
preferred rates to South Elgin 
residents for classes and pool 
passes. The full list of classes and 
details are available online at: 
southelgin.com/programs. 

The 2022 4th of July Parade route begins at Spring & Wedgewood at 10am, and ends 
at Spring & LaFox (Route 31). Visit southelgin.com/parade for updates and an 
applica�on form for businesses and organiza�ons interested in walking the parade. 
Village contractors an�cipate all road work on Spring to be complete before July 4!

PARADE
Monday, July 4 @ 10am

Fitnessand Mar�al Arts
Class descrip�onsand details atsouthelgin.com/programs

Martial Arts & Fitness Classes
South Elgin Parks and Recrea�on offers 
a wide selec�on of Mar�al Arts and 
Fitness Classes, including:
Ÿ Mar�al Arts for Children
Ÿ Cardio Kickboxing
Ÿ Zumba�
Ÿ Zumba� Toning
Ÿ Soul Fusion
Ÿ and more!

Lisa Stepson and 
Tracie Weil lead our 
popular fitness classes 
at the Municipal Annex 
(1 West State Street) as well as three free, 

Rfun outdoor Zumba  classes this summer at 
Panton Mill Park (June 7, July 12 and August 
2) from 6:30-7:30pm!

Our Mar�al Arts classes are taught by 
the Na�onal Karate Schools. Some are 
held at the Municipal Annex and others 
at their school. More informa�on about 
Na�onal Karate is 
available at 
847-741-6565 or 
na�onalkarate.com

Full fitness and
mar�al arts
class details
and descrip�ons
available at: 
southelgin.com/programs
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Anderson humane offers

senior and veteran assistance
Military Veteran Program (MVP):  
Anderson Humane appreciates the 
sacrifice that veterans have made. For 
veterans in the market to adopt, 
Anderson Humane will take 50% off of 
any adop�on fee. It’s an opportunity to 
connect with other veterans and enjoy 
the camaraderie of Anderson’s wide 
selec�on of loving animals.

STAR (Short-term Animal Refuge):  For 
seniors who need surgery or medical 
treatment and are unable to temporarily 
care for their pet(s), Anderson Humane 
has the STAR program to provide short-
term fostering.  And if a senior needs 
ongoing pet-assistance following the 
procedure, ask about Anderson’s - 
Constant Companions program where 
volunteers can change ki�y li�er, walk the 
dog, refresh a water bowl and perform 
other basic pet care tasks.

Healing Paws:  Let Anderson’s therapy 
dogs come to you! AH volunteers and 
their pets have been cer�fied as therapy 
animals. They are friendly, pa�ent and 
ready to visit senior groups, church 
organiza�ons and more. For residents 
interested in cer�fying their dog for 
therapy work, Anderson Humane also 
conducts evalua�ons.

For more informa�on about any of these 
programs, please contact Barb Kohley, 
Community Programs Manager at 847-
697-2880 x34 or email 
bkohley@ahconnects.org

To see Anderson Humane’s adoptables 
and dona�on wish list, please visit 
ahconnects.org

boys and girls club of south elgin begins construction
With a goal of fall 2022 to open its doors to a 
world class Boys & Girls Club as a second 
home to over 250 youth in South Elgin, the 
club has raised more than $4 million to 
renovate and operate from the Village’s 
former Public Works building. To learn more 
about the project, see images and consider 
their donor opportuni�es, please visit 
bgcelgin.org/SEdonorwall

Fire district offers

life-saving programs
Smoke Detector Awareness Program 
Fire preven�on and safety in the 
home are major concerns for all 
community fire departments. South 
Elgin Fire District has many resources 
available to the public to help keep 
homes safe. One of these is a Smoke 
Detector Awareness Program 
designed to ensure all homes in 
South Elgin’s fire district are 
equipped with working smoke 
detectors. Call 847-741-2141.

CPR Programs – The Fire District 
provides American Heart Associa�on 
training with cer�fied instructors. 
These courses include BLS 
Healthcare Provider, HeartSaver with 
AED, First Aid and Baby Si�er.              
BLS Healthcare Provider and 
HeartSaver with AED courses are 
held every month. Find more 
informa�on and register for a CPR 
course at southelginfire.com/cpr-
programs or call 847-741-2141.
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Checking in with other Village organizations

AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY
AROUND THE 
C    MMUNITY

Boys & Girls Club members a�end the
South Elgin groundbreaking ceremony

summer reading and more

at gail borden south elgin
The Summer Reading theme is 
Follow the Yellow Brick Road - 
READ! Registra�on is available at any 
Gail Borden loca�on or on the 
Bookmobile when it visits Panton 
Mill Park, Wednesday, June 1 at 
11am!

Other summer ac�vi�es include:
Coffee with the Mayor: June 13 at 
9am @ Gail Borden South Elgin

Memory Café a wonderful 
environment for individuals with 
Alzheimer’s or other memory 
impairments and their caregiver: 
June 14 and July 12 from 4-5:30pm 
@ Village Squire South Elgin. No 
meal purchase required.

Bookmobile at Panton Mill Park 
during Lunch Truck Wednesdays!
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Welcome new businesses!
The South Elgin Community Development 
Department and South Elgin Economic Development 
(SEED) welcome the following businesses to the 
Village as of March 31, 2022: 

Ÿ AJ’s Hangout - 586 Randall Road (Restaurant) 
Ÿ Commercial Tire Services - 1799 N LaFox St                                                              

(Truck Tire Wholesales and Service)
Ÿ Weber Property Management LLC - 845 Commerce Drive (Light Manufacturing & 

Wood Working) 

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 
Ÿ (847) 742-SEED (7333)   seedsouthelgin.com contact@seedsouthelgin.com

Building and Code Enforcement 
Manager Paul Kruse also serves as 
head of our flood plain management 
program. His dedica�on to safe 
buildings benefit residents Village 
wide. During March 2022 his efforts 
were also recognized at the state 
level. Paul was named 2022 Illinois 
Floodplain Manager of the Year. 
 The award, ini�ated by his 
statewide peers, recognizes 
outstanding individual efforts and 
contribu�ons at the local level, and 
honors an individual responsible for 
developing a dis�nguished local 
program and implemen�ng flood 
hazard reduc�on programs. In his role 
as Village Floodplain Manager, Paul 
has elevated South Elgin to a lo�y 
status...currently we are one of 184 
communi�es na�onwide to achieve a 
flood plain Community Ra�ng System 
(CRS) of 5 or be�er (and just one of 
the 12 Illinois communi�es to achieve 
it!). Paul has overseen acquisi�ons of 
older proper�es built in a floodplain, 
helped ensure an open space plan 
along O�er Creek and completed 
hundreds of damage assessments 
both locally and as a volunteer in 
other communi�es. His efforts also 
allow our residents to save 25% on 
flood insurance premiums! Paul is 
instrumental to the success and well-
being of our Village. We thank him for 
his efforts and congratulate him for a 
well-deserved recogni�on!

Summer is a good �me to catch up on home maintenance and repair 
projects. The Village’s Code Enforcement staff offers these helpful 
property maintenance ac�vi�es for the summer months:

Kruse named floodplain
manager of the year 

Summer Property Maintenance Checklist 
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Inspect decks and stairs for damage and replace 
boards if necessary.

Cleanout gu�ers and downspouts from any storm 
debris.

Clean bathroom fan and dryer vents.

Schedule inspec�on/cleaning for fireplace                
and chimney.

Empty out play equipment, planters, window        
wells and other vessels that hold stagnant            
water to eliminate mosquitoes.

Check your a�c, basement, and founda�on              
for leaks, mold, pests, and vermin.

Prune bushes, branches and dead limbs. Ensure        
no limbs block sight lines for drivers and provide 
enough clearance at sidewalks.

June
July & august

125

125

Research any applicable building permits requirements for 
upcoming projects on Southelgin.com

Maintain yard by regularly mowing and elimina�ng weeds

Power wash mold and mildew off structure and accessory 
structures (i.e sheds & fences)

Change the filter in the air condi�oner and schedule a 
cleaning for your HVAC system.

Repair or replace any damaged window and door screens.

Inspect fencing for any reinforcement, re-staining or 
repain�ng.

Reason 37 for Fixing that Wonky Gate Latch
“Rabbits, squirrels, wind-blown grocery
bags...there are so many tempta�ons
to explore beyond my fenced yard.”

Paul Kruse with his office door festooned 
with congratulatory notes!

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2022 9
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Calendar of Events

This is a clean-up year for our annual road 
program. The streets selected are 
adjacent to neighborhoods with recently 
resurfaced roads. Due to budget 
constraints the roads listed below were 
bypassed during those projects. Following 
the contractor bid process, they are now 
scheduled for resurfacing or 
reconstruc�on by the Village of South 
Elgin during summer 2022: 
Ÿ ARLINGTON LN - Valley Forge to East 

End
Ÿ ASHTON CT - Arlington to North End
Ÿ ARBOR LN - Ashton Ct to Valley Forge
Ÿ JUNIPER LN - N Lancaster Cir to Fairfax
Ÿ CORNWALL AVE - Franklin to Concord
Ÿ WINDSOR CT - Concord to North End
Ÿ WOODRIDGE CIR - IL 31 to IL 31

Please visit southelgin.com/RoadProgram 
for updates. Ques�ons? Call Public Works 
at 847-695-2742.

NOTE: Public Works will also have a crew 
patching and repairing streets as �me 
allows this summer with the goal of 
extending the lifespan of exis�ng roads 
un�l a full replacement can be funded.

2022 Annual street 

maintenance program

two year road project

enters final year of work

New Streets, 

Curbs/Gutters

Sidewalks and

Water Mains

The State of Illinois is working through 
land acquisi�on along McLean Boulevard 
between Stearns and Spring Street. The 
project remains stalled un�l these 
agreements are secured. Ul�mately, the 
project will include widening McLean and 
adding a mul�-use path and a traffic signal 
at North Lancaster and sound-barrier 
walls. The two year project is slated to 
begin spring/ summer 2023. We will 
con�nue to update the progress via 
southelgin.com and social media.

McLean Boulevard Project

delayed until 2023

what’s happening with

spring street?
Following a spring Nicor project and 
water main replacement on Spring 
Street, the road is due for more 
maintenance during early summer. 
The Village received federal STP 
funds (Surface Transporta�on 
Program) to resurface Spring from 
Route 31 to McLean Boulevard. We 
an�cipate this project comple�ng 
before the 4th of July Parade. If you 
are already using an alterna�ve 
route around this construc�on 
zone, we recommend you con�nue 
using it into the summer months.

The Village received funds from the 
Rebuild Illinois Program designated 
for infrastructure projects. It 
provided an opportunity to tackle a 
two-year improvement project in 
the neighborhood west of LaFox 
Road (Route 31) beginning in 2021. 
Following last summer’s work, the 
contractor will begin the visible 
improvements: street resurfacing, 
new curbs and gu�ers and 
sidewalks for the historic 
Clintonville/Colllins neighborhood. 
More details available at 
southelgin.com/RoadProgram.

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2022

Because a faulty Reduced Pressure 
Zone (RPZ) valve can poten�ally 
allow untreated/contaminated 
water into a residen�al drinking 
water supply, the EPA requires a 
cer�fied plumbing inspec�on of the 
RPZ valve by mid-June every year. 
Addi�onal ques�ons? Contact 
Village Hall at 847-742-5780 or visit: 
www.southelgin.com/backflow

how’s your rpz valve?

SMART WATER METER UPDATE
Tracking household water usage via 
your computer and iden�fying costly 
water leaks are two advantages 
provided by smart water meters. 
The Village is now installing them 
in every home and business. 
Learn more: southelgin.com/
smartmeter
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. . .National Public Works Week Open House  May 20  2-6pm  1000 Bowes June

6 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

13 Coffee with the Mayor - 9am

15 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

20 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

22 Bike Safety Rodeo - TBD

July

4 Administra�ve Offices Closed

4 4th of July Parade - 10am

5 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

18 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

19 South Elgin Stories - 7pm

20 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

21 Police Pension Fund - 4pm

27 Food, Blood, School Drive - TBD

August

1 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

15 Village Board Mee�ng - 7pm

17 Planning & Zoning - 7pm

20 Music Fling & Fireworks - Day/Eve

22 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 7pm

Note: For concerts, cruise nights, 

children’s programming, etc., visit: 

southelgin.com/pantonmillpark or see 

the included special pull-out insert.

Welcome recent addi�ons! 

Brian Birkholz, Public Works

Grant Caudill, Public Works

Jacob Hernandez, Police Department

And best wishes to our recent re�ree!

Dan Mann, Public Works

Touch-a-Truck, tours, food, games and more!



125
1 28 29 207 - 

BRATIE NLE GC

Village Hall

Public Works

Community Development 

Parks & Recrea�on

Police Administra�on

Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 
Village Administrator 
Village of South Elgin

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

ECRWSS
U.S. Postage Paid
South Elgin, IL 60177
Permit No. 110

To Local Postal Patron
South Elgin, IL 60177

Front: Trustees Sco� Richmond, Greg 
Lieser and Village Clerk Margo Gray
Back: Trustees Mike Kolodziej, Jennifer 
Barconi, Lisa Guess and Village 
President Steve Ward 
(not pictured: Chris Merri�)

Contact Us
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 847-742-5780

847-695-2742

847-741-3894

847-622-0003

847-741-2151

911

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 
 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in April to answer a few ques�ons:

What are you recommending to residents these days?
Get your new smart water meter installed when the opportunity arises. We 
recently received the new meter and it was easy. The installers are Village 
employees – they're polite and efficient. It took less than a half hour and there 
wasn't a mess le� behind. The meter itself is so much quieter than the old 
mechanical ones and I look forward to using the phone app to monitor usage or 
possible leaks. It's great! 

What does the summer road construc�on season look like?
In the past few years we've tackled as many streets as possible within specific 
neighborhoods, but there's always a point where the budget runs out. This year, 
we're finishing off the last block or two from each of those paving projects. 
We're also finishing a two year project on some of the Village's oldest streets 
just south of Willard School. And while the McLean Boulevard expansion project 
(Stearns to Spring) is delayed to 2023 due to an IDOT issue, the posi�ve aspect is 
won't add a major traffic challenge while Spring Street (McLean to Route 31) 
gets repaved this May and June. We understand Spring has had detours and 
delays since the winter, but it'll be a beau�ful stretch of road very soon.

One summer tradi�on is returning and one is ge�ng replaced. What can you 
tell us about the 4th of July Parade and Riverfest?
It'll be fun having the 4th of July Parade again. And it'll be a freshly paved parade 
route too! Riverfest had a great run. We had to rent a stage and tents for one 
weekend per summer. If you were out of town, you missed out. Now we have 
facili�es that can host events all summer. We're swapping out one weekend for 
twelve concert nights, movie nights, cruise nights, an August music fest and 
fireworks plus fall music events too. These will showcase our Village Center 
posi�vely all summer long and be more welcoming for more of our residents. 

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

10 North Water Street
South Elgin, IL 60177

ON THE COVER
Vintage 1970s photos 
from the Mid-American 
Canoe Race launch from 
Panton Mill Park. See 
pages 2-3 for a historic 
look at South Elgin’s 
stretch of the Fox River.
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SUMMER 2022
.PANTON MILL PARK  SOUTHELGIN.COM/PANTONMILLPARK

Concerts in the Park
Wednesday night shows: 6:30-8pm
NOTE: ECC Concert Band: 7-8pm
Every Wednesday night concert includes a 
food truck too! Look inside for details or 
visit southelgin.com/pantonmillpark

June 1 28 Days
June 8  Bluewater Kings 
June 14 ECC Concert Band (Tues @ 7pm)
June 15 The PriSSilas
June 22  Local Motive
June 29  Soda
July 6  One Foot in the Groove
July 13 The Moods
July 14 ECC Concert Band (Thurs @ 7pm)
July 20  Gen Fuze
July 27  Mariachi Herencia de' Mexico 
Aug 3  Wild Daisy
Aug 10  Vinyl Goldmine

Family Friendly Bands 11am-12:30pm
June 1  Leonardo Music
July 6 Wendy and DB
Aug 3  Miss Jamie

Senior Friendly Bands 11am-12:30pm
June 8  Flat Cats 
Aug 10 Rhythm Rockets 
Sept 7 Rosie and the Rivets

Movie Nights at Dusk
June 24 Encanto
July 22 The Mitchells vs the Machines 
Aug 5  Hotel Transylvania 4

Classic Cars Cruise Nights 6-8:30pm
June 21, July 19 and August 9

Free Zumba Classes 6:30-7:30pm
June 7, July 12 and August 2

Afternoon Block Party with SEPD
Saturday, September 10
Details coming soon!

End of Summer 
Music Fling!

August 20, 2022
Music, Food and 

Fireworks!
Dynamix @ Noon 

Will Thompson Band @ 2:30
The Boy Band Night @ 5

Modern Day Romeos @ 7:30

Fireworks show @ 9:30

30+
FREE

EVENTS

Summer
Pull-Out
Section

Details
Inside!

SPLASH
PAD

FOOD
TRUCKS

WEDNESDAYS
11am-2pm

6-8pm

SOUTHELGIN.COM/PANTONMILLPARK

https://www.floodsmart.gov/


CONCERTS IN THE PARK
.Every Wednesday June 1 through August 10  6:30pm

Food Trucks at every Concert! 

June01

With the Fox River as its backdrop, 
Panton Mill Park offers a lovely 
spot to catch a concert, watch
a movie or host a family reunion. 
Check out the summer event 
calendar and prepare to enjoy
your new South Elgin Experience!

Along with the soundstage, Panton 
Mill Park includes a 4500 square 
foot pavilion, splash pad, 
concessions and restroom sta�on 
and a walking path connec�ng 
below State Street Bridge to SEBA 
Park and the Fox River Trail! 

Plan Your Next Event  
at Panton Mill Park!
The facili�es are available for rental 
between April 1 and October 31. 
For all of the details and the rental 
agreement form, please visit: 
southelgin.com/pantonmillpark or 
call 847-622-0003.

Shelter and Stage Rentals are 
available for Saturdays and 
Sundays. Requests for alternate 
days will be considered if the 
date(s) are available.
Ÿ The shelter fee: residents $300, 

non-residents $450 and not-for-
profit $100

Ÿ The stage rental fee: residents 
$300, non-residents $450 and 
not-for-profit $100

Ÿ To rent both facili�es: residents 
$500, non-residents $750 and 
not-for-profit $200

Getting to Know
Your New
Panton Mill Park

southelgin.com/pantonmillpark    10 N Water Street    South Elgin IL. .

28Days Chicago’s premier party band returns to South Elgin to kickoff the 2022 
summer concert series. FOOD TRUCK: Cesaroni BBQ

Bluewater Kings A high energy live music ensemble; 2021 and 2022 Best Wedding 
Band recipient by The Knot. FOOD TRUCK: Cesaroni BBQ

The PriSSillas Off the chart chemistry and an eclec�c setlist ranging from Zeppelin 
and Dolly Parton to Pearl Jam and Johnny Cash. FOOD TRUCK: Perk-n-Pickle

Local Motive Lyrical messages, irresis�ble soulful melodies, and the spirit of old-
school rhythm & blues. Don’t miss Local Mo�ve! FOOD TRUCK: Inches Taco

Soda When you go�a dance, Soda brings the soundtrack! FOOD TRUCK: Smiley’s BBQ

One Foot in the Groove Horn driven classic rock and a fan favorite at Chicago 
Bulls games. FOOD TRUCK: Cesaroni BBQ

The Moods Harmony and choreography define this South Elgin favorite! Delighted 
they’re here to perform again! FOOD TRUCK: Fernando Street Kitchen

GenFuze High energy classic rock hits along with sizzling versions of current hits. 
FOOD TRUCK: Danny’s on Douglas

Mariachi Herencia de' Mexico The modern, sophis�cated and fes�ve Chicago-
based band has toured interna�onally. And now, the iTunes and Billboard chart-topping, 
La�n-Grammy nominated sensa�on comes to South Elgin! FOOD TRUCK: Inches Taco 

Wild Daisy A can’t miss, dynamic, interac�ve and energe�c country show! FOOD 
TRUCK: Perk-n-Pickle

Vinyl Goldmine The perfect balance between classic hits and lively new music. 
FOOD TRUCK: Brothers BBQ

June08

June15

June22

June29

July06

July13

July20

July27

aug03

aug10

SOUTH ELGIN, IL

PANTON MILL PARK

   O CD TE OH BS EI RL   B 2A 0T 2S 0E  

MUSIC  FOOD  FIREWORKS    AUGUST 20. . .
AND CELEBRATE SOUTH ELGIN’S 125TH!

Dynamix @ Noon
Will Thompson Band @ 2:30pm

The Boy Band Night @ 5pm
Modern Day Romeos @ 7:30pm

Local
Food

Vendors!

9:30FireworksShow
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CRUISE NIGHTS
Tuesday

June21

ECC Community Band

.Tuesday, June 14  7-8pm
.Thursday, July 14  7-8pm

Senior-Friendly Bands
Flat Cats

.Wed., June 8  11am-12:30pm

Rhythm Rockets

.Wed., August 10  11am-12:30pm

Rosie and the Rivets

.Wed., Sept 7  11am-12:30pm

Bonus Music!
Even more than
Wednesday Nights

Show off your cool ride or just come down to Panton Mill Park 
to check them out. Parking lot will be open from 6-8pm. No 
registra�on required for a�endees or par�cipants. Concessions 
will be available! Ques�ons? Call 847-622-0003.

Tuesday

JuLY19

Tuesday

aUG09

FOOD TRUCKS

AT EACH SHOW!

MOVIE NIGHTS

The Village of South Elgin invites you to bring friends, family 
and neighbors to the outdoor movie series at Panton Mill 
Park. Concessions will be available star�ng at 6:30pm, and 
movies begin at dusk. 

Friday

JuLY22

eNCANTO tHE mITCHELL’S

VS tHE mACHINES

FRIDAY

aUG05

HOTEL

TRANSYLVANIA 4

FRIDAY

June24

Wed., June01

leonardo

Music

KIDS CONCERTS
Come down for these family-friendly Wednesday shows from 
11am-12:30pm. Lunch trucks will be here and so will the Gail 
Borden Bookmobile!

Aerial photography provided by flybychicago.com

Check southelgin.com or facebook.com/southelginillinois for weather and event updates

Wed., July06

Wendy

& DB

Wed., aug03

miss

jamie



at Panton Mill Park

Summer Splash Pad Hours  
(June 1-August 15)
M-Th: 11am – 6pm
F-Su: 11am – 7pm

Operates when temps 
exceed 75 degrees. Hours 
subject to change due to 
weather condi�ons. Reduced 
hours 8/16 through 9/6

SUMMER
Wednesdays
11am - 2pm

6-8pm

.PANTON MILL PARK  SOUTH ELGIN

SOUTHELGIN.COM/FOODTRUCKS

southelgin.com/pantonmillpark    10 N Water Street    South Elgin IL. .

Unplugged fun for the family
Panton Mill Park
Saturday, July 9 from 9-11am

South Elgin Parks and Recrea�on in collabora�on with Fox Valley Special 
Recrea�on Associa�on (FVSRA) will hosts a FREE Family Adventure event 
for Unplug Illinois Day at Panton Mill Park. Ac�vi�es, lawn games and 
more!  Registra�on is available southelgin.com/registra�on or onsite. JD
Sec�on#  Day Date Time  
23612-01 S 7/9 9-11am 

Come down to the Panton Mill Park Sound Stage and join a free, fun 
Routdoor Zumba  class from 6:30-7:30pm

Tuesday, June 7         Tuesday, July 12  Tuesday, August 2

Splash
Pad

Dog ParkNearby fun! Crystal Springs
Park

County
Park

Food Truck Schedule
June 1: 

June 8: 

June 15: 
June 22: 
June 29: 
July 6:

July 13: 

July 20: 

July 27: 
August 3:

August 10: 

Cruise Night Food Trucks:
June 21: 
July 19: 
August 9: 

Note: Food trucks subject to change due to 
mechanical issues, supply shortages or other 
unforeseen challenges. Please visit southelgin.com 
or facebook.com/southelginillinois for updates.

Pierogi Rig (lunch)
Cesaroni BBQ (dinner)
Fernando Street Kitchen (lunch)
Cesaroni BBQ (dinner)
Perk-n-Pickle (lunch and dinner)
Inches Taco (lunch and dinner)
Smiley’s BBQ (lunch and dinner)
Pierogi Rig (lunch)
Cesaroni BBQ (dinner)
Perk-n-Pickle (lunch)
Fernando Street Kitchen (dinner)
Grumpy Gaucho (lunch) 
Danny’s on Douglas (dinner)
Inches Taco (lunch and dinner)
Pierogi Rig (lunch) 
Perk-n-Pickle (dinner)
Brothers BBQ (lunch and dinner)

Cesaroni BBQ
Brothers BBQ
Cesaroni BBQ
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